
The result of a 

good remodel will 

be a kitchen that 

is lighter, brighter, 

more open, with 

warm textures 

and improved 

effi ciency
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Kitchen Remodeling A Kitchen to Call Your Own

The kitchen is the home's 
  hearth. For many homes 
  it is the center of family 

activity. It is also the most often 
re mod eled room in the Amer i can 
home. A well-designed kitch en 
with plenty of cab i nets and coun-
ter space can of ten com pen sate for 
oth er short com ings in the home.
 Updating your kitchen can vary 
from smart, low- cost cosmetic 
im prove ments such as new wall-
paper or window treat ments, to a 
total ren o va tion of the space. An en-
 joy able kitch en is both effi cient and 
attractive. Im prove ments should be 
made with this in mind. They should 
also co or di nate with your family's 
lifestyle and the amount of time the 
family spends in the room.

Investment
Remodeling the kitchen is al most 
al ways an ex cel lent investment 
in terms both of adding space 
for your family's en joy ment and 
in in creas ing the resale value of 
your home. Re mod el ing costs vary 
de pend ing on the num ber of ap-
pliances, qual i ty of cab i nets, type 
of countertops, and labor re quired 
to do the job.
    Most experts agree that for the 
av er age American home, a mid-
lev el remodel that includes new 
floor ing, good quality cabinets, 
new countertops, and rea son ably 
priced fi xtures and appliances is 
the best way to ensure a good return 
on your in vest ment. For a complete 
re mod el, the rule of thumb is not to 
spend more than 15% of the value 
of the home.

Planning
Solid planning is the main in gre -
di ent in de ter min ing the outcome of 
your re mod el. Begin by thor ough ly 
thinking through what you want the 
outcome of the re mod el to be. The 
more complicated the project, the 
more important it is to receive pro-
 fes sion al advice. A kitch en re mod el 
is some thing that you should only 

have to do once, so you want to take 
the time to do it right.
    Because of the wide range 
of costs and types of products 
avail able, it is important to fi rst 
es tab lish a re al is tic budget. Avoid 
un der-improving or over-improv-
ing the space by se lect ing materials 
that are com pa ra ble in val ue with 
those used in other homes in your 
neigh bor hood. This is nec es sary if 
you want your house to increase in 
val ue in re la tion ship to the cost of 
the remodel.

Components
When selecting the new com po nents 
for your kitchen, you have a lot to 
look for ward to. Cabinetry and its 
accessories have come a long way 
in the last 15 years. Wheth er you 
choose the tra di tion al look of 
wood or the high-tech style of Euro/
con tem po rary, you can se lect conve-

nience features like lazy susans and 
ap pli ance ga rag es that will make 
your kitchen ex treme ly functional 
and cleverly un clut tered.
    While plastic laminate is still the 
most popular countertop material 
avail able, your options also in clude 
ceramic tile, wood, natural stone, 
and synthetic solid sur fac es that 
re sem ble marble or granite.
    Today's appliances are sleek, 
fl ex i ble, and offer more con ve nience 
than ever be fore. As a group, they 
are bet ter looking than those of the 
past. They have a built-in look, fi t 
fl ush, and blend in well with sur-
 round ing cab i nets. Most come in 
col ors or spe cial ized fi n ish es that 
fi t in with any kitch en decor.
    As the center of family activity, 
your kitchen is the most important 
room in the house.  A well-de signed 
kitchen es tab lish es a base where  the 
fam i ly's lifestyle fl ourishes.




