
Ceramic tile and 

marble offer 

unique dimensions 

of color, texture 

and shape that 

make for distinct 

architectural 

statements
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Ceramic Tile & Marble Choose Tile with Style

Long a popular choice of 
  commercial establish
  ments, such as res tau -

rants and shop ping malls, ce ram ic 
tile, mar ble, and granite have found 
fa vor in the Amer i can home. To-
 day's homeowners ap pre ci ate the 
easy care and du ra bil i ty of these 
ma te ri als. Also in vit ing is the wide 
se lec tion of prod ucts avail able. 
 Ceramic tile, marble, and gran ite 
are a real value in terms of their 
ap pear ance and longevity. Ce ram ic 
tile offers a variety of shapes, col-
 ors, and pat terns. Marble creates 
elegance with its dis tinc tive lines, 
colors, and pol ished sur face. 
Gran ite provides unique, inviting 
tex tures and shades. All three 
add va ri ety and individuality to 
any home. 

Styles
There are many dif fer ent types, 
siz es, and styles of tile available. 
Because of their longevity, ce ram ic 
tile, marble, and granite are more 
expensive than their alternatives. 
For this reason it is important to 
select the correct ma te ri als for the 
job in the style, color, and pattern 
that is right for you.
    Some ceramic tile has a fi nish 
that strongly re sem bles marble or 
granite. This tile gives you both 
the beautiful look of stone and the 
du ra bil i ty of ce ram ic tile.

Selection
If you want to explore the pos-
 si bil i ty of installing one of these 
el e gant materials in your home, 
visit a few dis trib u tor show rooms 
in your area. Choose show rooms 
that deal ex clu sive ly with these ma-
 te ri als so you can receive ex pert 
ad vice. De sign assistance is usu al ly 
available and most dis trib u tors 
can rec om mend a qual i fied tile 
con trac tor if you need one.
    Take with you a list of the ar eas 
to be tiled, a rough sketch of the 
room's dimensions, and sam ples 
of nearby car pet ing, wall pa per or 

oth er materials if you have them. 
If you have an idea of a design you 
might like, bring along a rough 
sketch of it.
    Since these types of tile can be 
ex pect ed to last the life of your 
home, proper installation is crit i cal 
to the success of the project. New 
tile is only as good as the sub-fl oor 
beneath it.  A suc cess ful in stal la tion 
means there can be no fl ex of the 
surface which re ceives the new 
tile.  A properly installed fl oor can 
sur vive as long as the home does. 

Care and Maintenance 
Ceramic tile, marble, and gran ite 
require only periodic main te nance 
to remain looking their best. Al ways 
buy a little extra tile as in sur ance 
against any future prob lem which 
may require tile re place ment.
    Use a silicone sealer to seal 
the grout after 30 days. Sealing is 

high ly rec om mend ed for natural 
stone tiles. To keep ce ram ic tile 
clean, sweep, then damp mop 
it with warm water and a dis in -
fect ing agent such as one cup of 
am mo nia to one gal lon of water. A 
nylon scrub pad will remove stub-
 born stains. Never wax glazed tile 
or use a soapy so lu tion on it. 
    To keep marble or granite 
look ing its best, it is important to 
fre quent ly remove any dust with a 
soft brush. Occasionally damp mop 
it with a neu tral (pH-7) clean er, 
avail able from your lo cal ceramic 
tile dealer. After it has fully dried, 
apply a marble polish to protect the 
fi n ish.
    For enduring beauty with min-
 i mal care, ceramic tile, marble, or 
granite may be just what you need 
for your fl oors, countertops, or 
walls. Their ageless appeal adds 
to any decor.




