
Hardwood fl oors 

are not only 

beautiful and 

durable, advances 

in wood fi nishes 

mean they’re 

easier to care for
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Hardwood Floors The Warmth of Wood

W ith the popular re-
  surgence of hard
  wood fl ooring, you 

may be pleas ant ly surprised to 
fi nd the work of crafts men from 
pre vi ous gen er a tions in your new 
home. Whether re fi n ished or new, 
hard wood fl oors add beau ty and 
warmth to any room. Given proper 
care, they will last a life time.
   Should your f loor set  the 
stage or steal it?  If you have a 
lot of em pha sis on décor at eye 
level you may want some neutral 
space at ground lev el.  On the 
other hand if you are in need of 
more visual interest, your floor 
can be just the place to add it.  
This can be achieved with a 
pleas ing mix ture of pattern and 
color.

New
Wood is a wise in vest ment in 
the fu ture, es pe cial ly when you 
con sid er it may never have to 
be re placed. Tough fin ish es and 
easy in stal la tion have made new 
hard wood flooring more ac ces -
si ble than ever. Hall ways and foy-
ers, liv ing rooms, dining rooms, 
and even kitchens, are most of-
ten its ben e fi cia ries. Hard wood 
floor ing has a timelessness that 
en dures despite changing trends 
in floor fashion.

Refinishing
Wood floors can be restored 
to their original beauty by ma-
 chine sand ing. Sanding removes 
the old finish and exposes the 
original wood. After the ap pli -
ca tion of a seal er and two coats 
of poly ure thane finish, the floor 
will look new again.
   Unless you are ex pe ri enced 
in wood floor re fin ish ing, it is 
best to have a pro fes sion al do 
the work. If used im prop er ly, a 
sand er can dam age the wood. 
Often the cost of re fin ish ing 
is com pa ra ble to that of new 
carpeting.

Finishing
The most popular finish used 
on hard wood floors today is the 
sur face finish. Surface finishes 
in clude poly ure thane fi nishes and 
Swed ish fi nishes. They never need 
wax ing and can be recoated with out 
sand ing.
    You can apply ad di tion al coats 
when ev er you wish to extend wear. 
Recoating involves screen ing the top 
layer and ap ply ing new poly ure thane 
to the surface. Typically, recoats are 
done when the fl oor loses its sheen, 
es pe cial ly in high traffi c areas.

Laminate
Laminate fl ooring is the great in-
 no va tor in home decorating.  It 
can sim u late hardwoods like oak, 
ma ple, ma hog a ny and cherry.  The 
variety of for mats and de signs are 
equally at home in country, tra di -
tion al and con tem po rary spac es.  
And because laminates are avail-

 able in so many pat terns, textures, 
and colors, you can eas i ly fi nd the 
per fect compliment to your décor.
    Widely used on kitchen counter-
tops, laminates were fi rst in tro duced 
into the U.S. market in 1994 by 
Pergo and have been pop u lar ever 
since.
    Laminate fl ooring is in stalled as a 
“fl oating fl oor.”  Planks or tiles are 
affi xed to each other, rath er than 
nailed or glued to the sub-fl oor, 
so that the fl oor fl oats, ad just ing 
nat u ral ly to change’s in a home’s 
tem per a ture and hu mid i ty.
Some laminates have in ter lock ing 
planks that snap to geth er, mak ing 
them even easier to install.
    To keep your floors in good 
con di tion remember to wipe up 
spills prompt ly, use clean walk-off 
mats at entrances, felt pro tec tors on 
fur ni ture legs and keep high heels 
in good repair.




