
A good chimney 

cap, with a screen 

mesh, will keep 

water and animals 

from entering the 

chimney
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Roof & Chimney Guard Your Roof & Chimney

The roof, gutters, and 
  chimney of a home add 
  to the home's com fort 

and ex ter nal ap peal. These stur dy 
el e ments need oc ca sion al main-
 te nance to keep them in prime 
con di tion.

Roof
Your roof comprises about 40% of 
the exterior of your home. More 
im por tant ly, it protects the rest 
of the house. It requires pe ri od ic 
in spec tion. The shingles and fl ash-
ings should be in spect ed every few 
years. Be sure your at tic is properly 
ven ti lat ed to re move excess heat 
and moisture.
    Damaged and missing shingles 
can be replaced without re-roofi  ng 
if the roof itself is in good con di tion. 
Generally, if your roof is 20 years 
old or more and shows vis i ble signs 
of wear, it should be re placed.
    Even if the shingles are in good 
con di tion, you need to make sure 
the fl ashings are strong and wa ter -
tight. Flash ing is used wher ev er roof 
sur fac es, walls and chim neys meet. 
Certain fl ash ing around chimneys 
should be sol dered to form a per-
 ma nent seal.

Gutters
It is important that you keep your 
gutters and down spouts free of 
leaves and debris to prevent water 
backups. These can lead to leak-
 age. You should clean your gutters 
in late autumn after all the leaves 
have fallen and again in spring 
af ter seed pods and leaf buds have 
dropped.
    A blower-vac with a gutter at-
 tach ment does a good job of clean-
 ing if the gutters are ac ces si ble. If 
you want less main te nance, you 
could invest in one of the new 
gut ter pro tec tion sys tems on the 
mar ket. These premium systems, 
when pro fes sion al ly in stalled over 
ex ist ing gutters or as new one 
piece sys tems, pre vent clog ging 
from leaves, nee dles and oth er 

de bris. Unlike wire mesh covers, 
they have sol id, patented designs 
which cause leaves and de bris to 
blow over the edge, not into the 
gutter. Water fl ows directly into the 
gutter, even in ex treme down pour 
con di tions.

Chimney
You should have your chim ney 
in spect ed and cleaned, if nec-
 es sary, prior to using it for the 
first time. If you like to keep 
your fireplace go ing on a regu-
lar ba sis, a pro fes sion al chimney 
sweep should check it at least 
once a year.
   A good chimney sweep will 
in spect for cracks in mortar or 
lin ers and per form any chimney 
re pairs or flue cor rec tions that 
are nec es sary. Be sure the damp-
 er is op er at ing properly and is 
kept closed when the fireplace 
is not in use. Fire plac es, inserts, 

and woodstoves need to be mon-
 i tored for creosote.
   Creosote is a black, highly 
flam ma ble by-product of wood 
that builds up in chimneys with 
fre quent use. If your chimney 
is not cleaned regularly, the 
cre o sote will glaze and almost 
bake into the chimney lin ing. 
If a chim ney fire occurs and the 
amount of creosote build-up is 
great, the amount of heat gen er -
at ed can endanger sur round ing 
walls and attics.
   You should also consider 
in stall ing a chimney cap to keep 
animals and dam ag ing rain wa ter 
out of the chimney. Aside from 
squirrels or birds nesting in the 
chimney, if it is trapped, water 
can seep beneath the masonry at 
the top of the chim ney. When the 
water freezes in win ter time, the 
newly-formed ice ex pands, caus-
 ing damage to the ma son ry.




