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One of the best 

steps you can 

make prior to 

im prov ing your 

landscape is 

to cor rect any 

drainage, soil or 

water prob lems 

that may exist

Landscaping Landscape Planning & Design

M ake a grand en-
  trance.  Curb ap-
  peal not only en-

 hanc es the en joy ment of your 
prop er ty but it’s value as well.  The 
best way to get the look you want is 
thru a well planned de sign.
 While beauty is important to 
land scape design, it should be 
in te grat ed in such a way that is 
com fort able, convenient and easy to 
care for.  Functional, well planned 
landscapes can be interesting with-
 out being elaborate.
 It is important to have a co her ent 
plan to start with.  The more con-
 tem pla tion done at the be gin ning, 
the less problematic the ex pe ri ence 
will be.  Making sure you plant the 
right plants in the right place will 
insure success and re duce main te -
nance time.  It’s best to pick only 
plants, trees and shrubs that are 
appropriate for your re gion and 
climate.

Develop a Plan
It’s a good idea to live with your new 
property for a while, es pe cial ly if 
you plan on staying several years, 
learning it’s features and your own 
special needs.  The more you learn 
and plan, you’ll probably discover 
many ways to enhance your land-
 scape from an in vest ment, aes thet ic 
and practical point of view.
    The clearer you are on your long 
range objectives, such as a deck or 
pool, the easier it is to focus your 
shorter range plans and avoid cost ly 
demolition later.  In short, buying 
time allows you to understand the 
full potential of your property.  
Then, when you’re ready, you can 
incorporate a custom made, pro fes -
sion al design that should de light the 
eye for many years.
    Just like decorating a room, 
you will want to vary the size, 
texture and color of your plants 
and shrubs.  Plants are living 
things however, and most of them 
have specifi c needs as to sun and 
shade, acidic or al ka line soil, etc.  

You can’t just plant them wherever 
you think they look good.  You have 
to know and un der stand where they 
will do well or you’re likely look ing 
at a “do-over”.  It’s important to 
have a land scap er, garden cen ter 
or nurs ery give you advice if you’re 
not sure.
    When evaluating your land scape, 
it’s a good idea to consider wheth er 
some area of your lawn could be 
replaced with evergreen ground 
covers or other fi llers.  Foun da tion 
plantings and fl ower or planting 
beds can effectively reduce mow-
 ing time.  Smooth out your mow ing 
lines and cut out awkward spac es 
to save time as well.

Balance and Proportion
Landscapes should have bal ance 
and proportion.  Unless it has a 
for mal design, it’s best to have 
more curved lines than straight 
lines.  Curved lines that integrate 

with the lawn makes mowing eas-
 i er.  You should incorporate plants 
that of fer color and or na men tal 
interest year round by strik ing a 
good bal ance between de cid u ous 
and ev er green varieties.
    Planning a landscape that 
ap peals to you is important, 
but to en hance the value of your 
prop er ty make sure it appeals to 
oth ers as well.  The saf est design 
is a pol ished, pro fes sion al qual-
ity de sign that re fl ects good taste.  
There should be enough in ter est 
and bal ance among eye-catch ing 
de tails – without hav ing too many 
focal points.
    Landscapes that are well-main-
 tained appreciate in value as they 
grow.  One way to insure a well-
tend ed appearance is to install a 
low maintenance landscape.  Be-
 cause it’s easier to keep attractive 
it’s also more in demand.


