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resistant to 
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Tree Care Your Guide to Proper Tree Care

T rees add grace and gran-
  deur to a land scape. Be-
  cause they have prob-

 a bly been grow ing in the same 
place for years and years, it is easy 
to over look them. They need care, 
how ev er, to remain healthy.
 Proper watering, pruning, and fer til -
iz ing will keep them strong and more 
re sis tant to drought, insects, and dis-
 ease. A sick tree will let you know if 
it's in trouble. Look for sparse foli-
age, nu mer ous dead twigs, shrunk en 
and dis col ored leaves. If you notice 
these signs, take ac tion quickly.
 Insects and disease can be very 
harm ful to trees. Be cause there 
are many dif fer ent kinds, consult 
a pro fes sion al tree care spe cial ist 
for iden ti fi  ca tion and ad vice about 
prop er treatment.

Watering
Young trees should be wa tered reg-
 u lar ly and deeply. Older trees only 
need to be watered during hot, dry 
weath er with a deep and thor ough 
soaking once a week.

Fertilizing
Yearly fertilizing en cour ag es the 
growth and fl ow er ing of your trees. 
Trees need adequate fer til iz er, es pe -
cial ly when weakened by drought, 
insects or disease.
    The best time to fertilize a tree 
is in late fall or early spring. An ex-
 pe ri enced tree care specialist can 
rec om mend the proper type and 
amount of fertilizer for the trees in 
your yard.

Pruning
Pruning a young tree is vi tal to 
its future growth, yet many peo ple 
are reluctant to do it. Pruning is 
not hard to learn and is im por tant 
in order to shape the tree and 
strength en its structure.
    You can prune smaller, old er 
trees yourself to re move branch es 
which en dan ger their health. Dead, 
dy ing, and infested branch es should 
be re moved im me di ate ly. Other 

branch es, which are in danger 
of falling be cause of their own 
weight, should be removed be fore 
they cause in ju ry.
    Correct pruning is es sen tial to al-
 low the wound to seal. Each branch 
has what is called a "branch col lar," 
the raised or bulging area where 
the branch meets the trunk. Pruning 
cuts should be made just outside the 
branch col lar without cutting into 
it at all. The low er edge should be 
farther away from the trunk than the 
top edge.
    When pruning large limbs, be 
es pe cial ly careful. Their weight 
could cause the limb to tear loose 
and strip bark. Make a bottom cut 
a foot or so from the trunk and a 
sec ond top cut several inch es out 
from the fi rst one. The limb should 
fall from its own weight. Cut the 
re main ing stub off at the edge of 
the branch col lar.

    By pruning properly and leav ing 
the branch collar unharmed, the 
wound will callus over with out 
de cay ing. Tree wound dress ings 
are not necessary and can ac tu al ly 
en cour age decay if ap plied too 
thick ly.
    Topping a tree refers to the 
prun ing of all the branch es in a 
tree's crown. Topping does not 
dis tin guish between healthy and 
un healthy growth. The re sult is 
a tree with only the stubs of the 
largest limbs remaining. Top ping 
dras ti cal ly af fects the tree's shape. 
The main rea son for topping trees 
is to remove branches that are too 
long or too weak. It is better to 
remove these branch es through 
selective cutting or thin ning. 
    With proper care, trees add 
beau ty to the setting of your home. 
Well-main tained trees enhance the 
over all ap pear ance of your home.
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