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Walls & Ceilings Well-Crafted Walls & Ceilings

Whether plaster or 
  drywall, the inte-
  rior walls and ceil-

 ings of your home may require 
oc ca sion al main te nance. The most 
common prob lems associated with 
them in clude holes, cracks, water 
damage and stains. The sooner you 
repair prob lems, the easier it is to 
do and less damage is done.
 Minor cracks are usually caused 
by settling of the home. Settling 
or shift ing is common in newer 
homes and may not nec es sar i ly 
indicate a serious prob lem even 
in older ones. They are of ten the 
result of the un der ly ing shifting of 
the soil or hy dro stat ic pressure 
against the base ment walls. Large 
cracks, es pe cial ly those radiating 
from the corners of windows and 
doors or hor i zon tal cracks in 
basements walls, war rant fur ther 
in ves ti ga tion, how ev er.
 Hairline cracks often occur in the 
top coat of plaster. They are usu-
 al ly seasonal in nature. Hot/cold or 
wet/dry cycles are the usual caus es. 
These cycles force the ma te ri als in 
a home to ex pand and contract at 
different rates. You can't do much 
to to tal ly eliminate these cracks, 
but fl exible fi berglass tape helps 
pre vent future cracks.
 Severe water damage can cause 
not only the surface to fail, but the 
sup port ing and structural mem bers 
as well. Brown stains, powdery res-
 i due or ex ten sive bulg es indicate a 
plumbing or roofi ng leak. You must 
find and repair the leak before 
mak ing any other re pairs.
 Walls and ceilings that are wa ter 
stained, but still in good con di tion, 
should be sealed with a primer/
seal er before painting. Sealing will 
prevent the stain from bleed ing 
through the new paint.

Plaster Repair
Plaster is brittle and fl akes eas i ly, 
so a small dent can easily and 
rath er quickly become a large 
hole. Along with aging, impact 
damage is a com mon cause of 
plaster prob lems.   
When re pair ing plaster, f irst 
scrape away any loose ma te ri al 

to expose sound plaster or the 
sup port ing lath. Fully coat the 
edges of the old plaster with a 
latex bond ing liq uid to give the 
new plaster some thing to bond to. 
Fas ten a wire mesh to the lath and 
fi ll the dam aged area with patch-
 ing plaster. Cover the seams with 
fi ber glass tape and ap ply two 
or three coats of dry wall joint 
com pound to blend the patch in 
with the sur round ing area.  Small 
holes can be normally fi lled with 
a spackling compound.

Drywall Repair
Cracks and small holes in dry wall 
can be repaired in the same way 
as those in plaster. When the hole 
in drywall is a little larger, you 
may have to prepare a back ing 
for the repair.
   To prepare a backing for 
the hole, coat the perimeter of 

a wire mesh or pegboard with 
joint com pound. Then thread 
a thin wire between two of the 
holes. Insert the backing and 
keep it tight against the hole by 
twisting the wire around a pencil 
which bridg es the opening. Re-
 move the pencil and wire when 
the joint compound is dry. After 
this, patch and fi ll the remaining 
space.

Wallpaper Repair
One common problem with wall-
 pa per is that the seams some times 
work loose. This is fairly easy to 
fi x. Pur chase a glue with a ta pered 
noz zle at the end spe cifi   cal ly for 
re-gluing wall pa per. Lift up the 
edge of the wallcovering and 
squirt a lit tle ad he sive under it. 
Wipe away any excess glue with a 
damp sponge. Then, using a seam 
roller, smooth the seam down.

    


