
A home inspection 

is the best way to 

learn about the 

overall condition 

of the home
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Home Inspections Always Have Your Home Inspected

Buying a home may well 
  be the larg est fi nancial 
  investment you will ever 

make. Nat u ral ly, you will want to 
know as much as pos si ble about 
the prop er ty before you fi nalize its 
pur chase at clos ing.
 The fi rst thing you will notice about 
the house is its ar chi tec tur al style. If 
you like the way the house looks in 
its setting and it satisfi es your needs 
as to lo ca tion, size, and price, you 
may decide to make a purchase 
of fer. You may want to make your 
offer contingent upon the home 
hav ing an acceptable in spec tion.

Inspection
At this point it is important to turn to 
a knowledgeable and in de pen dent 
home inspector for ad vice on the 
over all condition of the home. 
The home in spec tor will ex am ine 
the house and let you know if the 
home is struc tur al ly sound and if 
the pri ma ry systems are in good 
work ing or der.
    At the time of the inspection you 
will be given a printed state ment set-
ting forth the conditions and lim i -
ta tions under which the in spec tion is 
per formed. This state ment ex plains 
that the in spec tion is vi su al and of 
the ac ces si ble areas only.
    You should accompany the 
in spec tor on a tour of the house, 
dis cuss ing the pros and cons of the 
visible features. After com plet ing 
the in spec tion, the in spec tor will 
pro vide you with a writ ten report 
sum ma riz ing what he has found. 
The in spec tion report will detail 
the con di tion of the principal items 
in spect ed and any other items which 
may be of con cern to you.
    A professional home in spec tion 
re port is a valuable thing. It can 
tell you if and where the house 
needs work and whether or not 
you should consider ask ing for a 
price con ces sion to cov er the cost 
of nec es sary re pairs. A satisfactory 
re port re af fi rms the original asking 
price.

Value after Purchase
After you purchase your home, 
keep the in spec t ion report 
handy. You will want to refer to 
it as you follow up and repair the 
con di tions that the in spec tor in-
dicated need attention. The cost 
of most routine repairs is low. 
By at tend ing to known prob lems 
and per form ing regular main te -
nance on your home, you can 
spread costs out over time and 
pre vent se ri ous prob lems from 
oc cur ring.

Warranty
Ask your real estate agent about 
the availability of a home war-
ranty in sur ance program. A 
home war ran ty policy protects 
you from the ex pense of major 
repair or re place ment caused by 
un ex pect ed me chan i cal failure of 
a major system or appliance. For 
a moderate pre mi um, payable at 

closing, you can acquire a policy 
which pro tects you for one full 
year after closing from major 
re pair or re place ment bills.

History of Home
It is always a good idea to learn 
as much as you can about the 
his to ry of your new home. Did 
the pre vi ous owner have any 
ma jor re mod el  ing or repair 
work per formed? If so, are there 
war ran ties and pa per work that 
should be passed on to you?
   Most  homes are usual ly 
pro fes sion al ly inspected only 
when they change ownership, 
but the av er age home should be 
in spect ed more of ten than that. 
The key to pro tect ing your home 
from ex pen sive repairs is to rec-
 og nize early warning sig nals and 
elim i nate the causes be fore they 
can do further damage.


